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Together We Make Our Community Better

I pray that 2016 will be our best year as we progress civic club activities. The Board will be working
hard on your behalf! The PDCC offers many opportunities to commune and get to know your neighbors.
Please consider joining us for a Board meeting at The Forge for Families the 4th Wednesday of the month
at 7 pm.
One of the key concerns that have been raised to me has been community safety. Yes, crimes have been
committed in our neighborhood. If you are the victim of crime or observe a crime, we need you to report
it to the police as soon as possible. Be vigilant (nosey neighbor s ar e good neighbor s when it comes
to crime), but stay safe. Protect our neighborhood in a smart way. If no report is filed with the Police, then there will be no
statistics registered and the Police will not have a heightened awareness of our issues. FYI-I looked at the HPD statistics
online and there does not appear to be a great deal of reported crime in our area!
You can look up Houston Crime Statistics at: http://www.houstontx.gov/police/cs/index-2.htm
Last year Constable May Walker and our South Central HPD contacts offered numerous tips to making our community
safer. As a result, I listed my Christmas vacation dates with HPD and the Constable’s offices (info below). After my return, I received a visit from HPD making sure everything was fine and assuring me they had driven by periodically to
check my home. I highly recommend taking these precautions whenever you are going to be away.
File your Vacation Watch with Constable May Walker’s local dispatch office by calling 713-643-6118. You can also
make your request online at: http://www.harriscountytx.gov/vacationwatch/vacation.aspx?constid=7
Notify the Houston Police Department (HPD) of your vacation by requesting a Travel Alert. Simply call the HPD - South
Central Office at (832) 394-0200 and indicate that you are going on vacation soon. Ask that an alert slip be filed for your
address.
This year, either as a separate community safety forum with other nearby civic clubs or as part of Neighborhood Night
Out, PDCC will continue to address safety. We could examine other options, such as contracting for security, but those
options may cost money. Our organization is based on volunteering–time and money. Unfortunately, PDCC does not have
the funds to commit to hiring security. However, we are concerned and welcome your suggestions for positive change.
Take care and feel free to contact me. Again – Together We Make Our Community Better.
Yours, Charic Daniels, 832-618-9946, President@ParkwoodDriveCivicClub.org

LET THE PDCC THROW A PARTY FOR YOUR BLOCK—
SEE FLYER INSIDE!!!
The Parkwood Drive Civic Club
PO Box 321232
Houston, TX 77221

Parkwood Drive Civic Club Resident

www.ParkwoodDriveCivicClub.com
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PDCC Mission: To be proactive in promoting and protecting our environment while stimulating a spirit of community for the benefit of Parkwood Drive Civic Club residents.

We are pleased to announce the 2016 Board of Directors and Officers for Parkwood Drive Civic Club.

Clarice Freeman
VICE-PRESIDENT

Charic Daniels
PRESIDENT

Toni Middleton-Lewis
TREASURER

From left to right: Top row - Jide’ Ayangade, Kail Austin, Chris Walker;
Bottom row - Sue Wickliff, Clarice Freeman, Carolyn Wilson,
Vanessa Wyche, Scessell Johnson, Toni Middleton-Lewis

Scessell Johnson
SECRETARY

The Board of Directors consists of eleven (11) Directors and two (2) Alternate Directors. Five Board members are returning: Charic Daniels, Kail Austin, Jamie Aycock, Jide Ayangade and Vanessa Wyche. The six newly elected directors for
2016 are Sue Wickliff, Clarice Freeman, Carolyn Wilson, Scessell Johnson, Chris Walker and Toni Middleton-Lewis. Our
2016 Alternate Directors are: Carme Williams and Margarida Williamson.
The Directors work to fulfill the PDCC Mission Statement: To be proactive in promoting and protecting our environment
while stimulating a spirit of community for the benefit of the Parkwood Drive Civic Club residents.
We thank our departing Board Members: Kwame Acheampong, Barry Barnes, Kathy Hall, Winnie Honeywell, and
Cydonii Miles for their invaluable service.

An Interview with Constable May Walker
By Winnie Honeywell

Though I have lived almost 50 years in this neighborhood, I am always learning something new. One example is learning
more about the Constable’s office at the civic club meeting this past November. So I decided to take up May Walker’s invitation at the meeting to come for a visit… and learn a little more.
To come prepared for the conversation, I first went into the website (www.harriscountytx.gov/ConPct7) and found it very
helpful and easy to use. In particular, I looked into the information on Vacation Watch and Programs for Seniors, both of
which pertain to my needs and interests: extra patrolling when we are away… and resources that we can recommend for older neighbors (and use ourselves). There is a form on the site to fill out for those who will be traveling and want additional
patrol. There is also information about a house inspection (door locks, window locks, working smoke detectors, etc.) that
can actually decrease our home insurance.
Many of the services that the Constable’s office provides overlap with what the City provides. But that is to our advantage,
according to Ms. Walker. If you come home to a break-in or see something suspicious (e.g. a pickup appeared to be “casing”
the homes on a particular street), the best thing to do is call BOTH the city police AND the Constable’s office. “See who
gets there first,” said Ms. Walker. The Constable’s office is closer, but they work together with the city to provide whatever
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SPEED BUMP APPLICATION FILED
Application to the City of Houston Public Works and
Engineering Department’s “Neighborhood Traffic Management Program” (NTMP) has been made. The deadline
each year is March 31. The goal is to determine the feasibility of installing “speed cushions” in our neighborhood
to slow down the traffic and improve safety. A joint
committee from the Parkwood Drive Civic Club and the
South MacGregor Association has been formed to initiate
the application process. Members are Wallace Honeywell (Chairman), Alfonso Lloyd, Charic Daniels, Tom
Ha, Velma Jones and Chris Walker.
The purpose of the NTMP is to “improve neighborhood
quality of life” by implementing “Traffic Calming”
measures. The intent is to reduce cut-through traffic and
excessive vehicular speeds on neighborhood streets. Devices that can be used to accomplish these goals are
“speed cushions,” traffic circles, median islands, and chicanes (roadway curves designed to slow traffic).
The Committee is applying to install speed bumps
(speed cushions) on appropriate streets. The area of application extends from South MacGregor to Old Spanish
Trail and from Scott Street to SH 288. If the application
is accepted, a Neighborhood Traffic Committee (NTC)
will be selected to work with City of Houston staff in developing a “concept traffic mitigation plan” for our area.
The first step in developing the Concept Plan will be a
traffic study conducted by the City to gather traffic data.
This data will determine which streets are eligible for
speed cushions (or other measures).
Upon submittal and approval the next step is a public
meeting. Public comments will be incorporated in the
application. The neighborhood traffic study can then
begin. Once it is completed the Concept Plan will be developed jointly by the City and our NTC Committee.
Eventually, the Concept Plan must then be approved
by an Interdepartmental Review Committee of city officials plus the City Attorney. Final approval must be obtained from City Council. As might be expected, this
planning and approval process can be lengthy. Currently
the City has received over 50 proposals and the process is
expected to last for several years.

CARING COMMUNITY
Are we a CARING COMMUNITY? The following are occurring: neighbors putting out garbage cans for frail elderly,
looking out for one another’s homes when they are on vacation, mowing neighbor’s lawn, constables patrolling, planting new trees, assisting nearby communities, inviting nearby
communities to picnics, paying for house repairs of a neighbor frail elderly, caring for a sick neighbor. If you know of
other examples, let us know by emailing the editor. Seniors
needing special help, contact PDCC President, Charic Daniels, President@ParkwoodDriveCivicClub.org

WEST MACGREGOR
HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
The West MacGregor Home Owners Association
serves the area bounded by South MacGregor Way
on the north, Charleston to Old Spanish Trail on
the south, Scott on the west, and Calhoun on the
east. The association has a board of directors, and
officers and committees assigned to various functions.
Just like our civic club, the West MacGregor
Homeowners’ Association collects annual dues
from member residents and encourages additional
contributions in forms of volunteered hours and
funds (at silver, gold, and underwriter levels). The
HOA relies on homeowners to monitor issues and
reinforce regulations on neighborhood growth and
development, traffic flow and crime concerns.
Regular board and general meetings are held
throughout the year to communicate action items
and share ideas.
To get more information about West MacGregor
Home Owners Association, please visit their website at www.westmacgregor.com.

Constable May Walker
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Is needed. The suggestion she made was to keep ALL dispatcher numbers by your
phone: the Constable – 713/643-6618 (during business hours) and 713/643-6602 (after
hours), and the City Police – 713/884-3131 (for emergency reports that are NOT lifethreatening).
There is also a form on line which you can use to submit to the Constable, as part of
the “See Something Say Something” initiative. Ms. Walker urged us NOT to call 911
unless the situation is something very serious or life threatening.
I encourage you to use the services provided by the Constable and the City Police as well (BOTH have
patrolling service while you are away and you can sign up for both). It is worth it –and it works. As an
example: we used the service in December while we were on a week-long trip. We signed up, but failed
to mention that a student was living here for a few months. As a result, the patrol car from the Constable’s office quizzed our friend thoroughly when they saw him letting himself into the house. Both we –
and he – were pleased that he was being watched! This is what the service is for.

Let’s taLk

trash

C O M M I T to a C O M M I T T E E
BEAUTIFICATION AND GARDEN
Charge: To recommend to the Board such efforts
and projects that maintain and improve the physical
environment of the community, implement approved
recommendations.

PDCC resident trash pick up is on Tuesdays. Every other Tuesday is for recycling.
Regular trash, recycle bins and grass/leaves (in city green bags)
can be put out after 6pm on the day before pickup.
Heavy Trash Pickup is the 3rd Thursday of every month. Pickup
alternates each month between tree waste and heavy household
items. Items can be placed at the curb as early as the Friday prior to
the Thursday pickup. Tree waste will be picked up on the odd number months and heavy trash items along with tree waste will be
picked up on the even number months.
Call about electric equipment recycling at 713-560-1155.
And introducing Rollout! the easy way to find your trash and recycling schedules in Houston. There’s even an app that can be
downloaded to your mobile device which will also alert you on the
day of trash pick up. Go to www.rollouthouston.com and give it a
try!

FINANCE
Charge: To promote financial responsibility
and stability of PDCC.

MEMBERSHIP
Charge: To recommend to the Board such
efforts and projects that increase membership in
the Civic Club, and to implement approved recommendations; To establish an effective system
of Block Captains for furthering the work and
goals of the Civic Club; To assist other Committees, when appropriate, in being effective in their
work; To welcome new families moving into the
neighborhood.
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PUBLICITY
Charge: To inform the Civic Club community
about relevant matters of community interest, to
help build community spirit, and to publicize
Civic Club events.

DEED RESTRICTIONS
Charge: To investigate and recommend to
the Board actions on deed restriction violations,
and to implement approved recommendations;
To implement the timely renewal of Civic Club
deed restrictions.

2016 Board Officers
President: Charic Daniels, President@ParkwoodDriveCivicClub.org
Vice-President: Clarice Freeman, VicePresident@ParkwoodDriveCivicClub.org
Secretary: Scessell Johnson, Secretary@ParkwoodDriveCivicClub.org
Treasurer: Toni Middleton-Lewis, Treasurer@ParkwoodDriveCivicClub.org

Kathy Hall, Editor
kathy.n.hall@comcast.net
713-539-1437
Winnie Honeywell,
Asst. Editor
winhoney1@yahoo.com
713-747-2833
Wally Honeywell,
Production
walhoney7@gmail.com
713-747-2833

BECOME AN OFFICIAL MEMBER OF
OUR PDCC HOUSE
Want to win a wonderful holiday party for your
block? Want to help the historic area in which you
live? Want to get to know your neighbors more?

JOIN THE MOVEMENT TO INCREASE OUR PDCC
MEMBERSHIP – BECOME A MEMBERSHIP BLOCK
COORDINATOR!

WHO: We need you!
WHAT: Use the list we will provide of members
and non-members to contact your
neighbors
WHEN: Now through November Annual Meeting
THERE WILL BE A WINNER – The group that has
the largest percentage growth in members
over 2015 membership
Why be a Member?
• Great activities
• Advocates for your interest
• Protect and improve your community
Contact:

President@ParkwoodDriveCivicClub.Org
832-618-9946

