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Together We Make Our Community Better

President Theodore Roosevelt believed that “The only man who never makes a mistake is the man who
never does anything.” President Barack Obama proclaimed “Change will not come if we wait for some
other person or some other time. We are the ones we've been waiting for. We are the change that we
seek.” As President of the PDCC Board for 2015, I have sought to promote a spirit of change that allows
our community to continue to serve Houstonians while maintaining its underlying beauty and integrity.
My number one priority has been to maintain the high standard of activities from past years. This year,
we continued to recognize our neighbors’ beautification accomplishments through our Yard of the Month
designed by our Beautification/Garden Committee. We appreciate all YOU do to make Riverside Terrace
a fabulous place to live, the envy of Houston. We are grateful to our Treasurer for pushing us to increase paid memberships
so that we can increase our visibility in and activities for the community. You may have noticed too that the Publicity
Committee has been tremendous this year, providing innovative and informative newsletters and postings. Additionally,
Deed Restriction Committee continues to steward activities designed to protect the structure of our community, as necessary. Hopefully, you had the opportunity to join us for our Semi-Annual Meeting/Picnic that occurred at The Forge for
Families (yes, inside this year due to weather considerations) where our area Police Captain and two officers answered
questions about crime and prevention in the neighborhood.
Know that the PDCC Board has tried diligently to increase our membership and offer many volunteer participation opportunities for the neighborhood. Accordingly, the Membership Committee promoted several new “stretch” activities along
with our list of staples. What did we do new? We:
-Walked the community to get to know our neighbors on Saturday, March 7,
- Developed a senior registry to connect volunteers with seniors needing assistance with certain specified tasks,
- Hosted our first community-wide Neighborhood Night Out on Tuesday, October 6, and
- Launched our first PDCC website (www.parkwooddrivecivicclub.org)
Next year, we envision working more closely with surrounding civic clubs to request a study for speed cushion in our
area and expand activities in the community for seniors and others. Please use the website
(www.parkwooddrivecivicclub.org) to offer your congratulations, concerns, suggestions, volunteer hours, or just to say hello, as it is there for the communities’ benefit. We welcome your support and participation as we move through another year
of “making our community better, together!”
Finally, thank you to our dedicated PDCC Board which has worked tirelessly this year to make our community a better,
more welcoming place. We would not be successful without your commitment to work with us.
Take care and feel free to contact me. Again – Together We Make Our Community Better.
Yours, Charic Daniels, 832-618-9946, charic@jellins.net

Mother of our friend & long time resident
Carolyn Middleton Hall

In loving memory
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Constable May Walker
Our Distinguished Speaker for the Annual Meeting of the PDCC, to be held at the Forge for Families on
Wednesday, November 18, 2015, starting at 7 pm, is Constable May Walker.
Constable Walker was sworn-in January 2, 2005, as the first female and first African American woman
Constable of Harris County. She won with over 82 percent of the vote.
For 24 years, Walker was a member of the Houston Police Department (HPD), where she was the first
woman Houston Police Department Patrol Officer.
She is the author of “The History of the Black Police Officer in the Houston Police Department 18881988”, Former Executive Assistant to Mayor Lee P. Brown, and a lifetime member of the following organizations:
East Texas Justices of the Peace and Constables Association
100 Club of Houston
Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo, lifetime member, and
The National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives
Constable Walker serves as part of numerous police associations and organizations. She is a graduate of Texas Southern University
and Sam Houston State University Law Enforcement Management Institute.
Precinct 7 has a population of more than 400,000 people. Some of the areas served are the Third Ward, The University of Houston,
Texas Southern University, South Park, South Union, Sunnyside, Astrodome, Hiram Clarke, Meyerland, parts of South Braeswood,
Riceville, West Airport, and The Lakes of Fondren.

New Directors will be elected to the Parkwood Drive Civic Club Board at the Annual Meeting. The Board of Directors
consists of eleven (11) Directors and two (2) Alternate Directors. Of the eleven (11) Director positions, seven (7) are up
for election to two year terms. The two (2) Alternate Directors are elected each year. Three current Board members will
be serving the second year of their First Term and are therefore not up for reelection: Kail Austin, Jamie Aycock, and Jide
Ayangade. One member, Vanessa Wyche, will be serving the second year of her Second Term and is therefore not up for
reelection. Five members are leaving the Board after finishing the second year of their Second Term and are therefore not
up for reelection: Kwame Acheampong, Barry Barnes, Kathy Hall, Winnie Honeywell, and Cydonii Miles.
The Directors work to fulfill the PDCC Mission Statement: To be proactive in promoting and protecting our environment while stimulating a spirit of community for the benefit of the Parkwood Drive Civic Club residents.
Of the current Directors and Alternates the following are eligible for election. One current Board member, Charic Daniels, is eligible to be elected to a second 2 year term. Nominations may be made from the floor during the meeting.
You may nominate yourself or anyone else after getting their permission. Please come to the meeting and participate in
the governance of this community by voting. According to the Constitution only one vote is allowed per household, and
to be eligible to vote the current 2015 dues must have been paid.

Interested in becoming a Director? Contact Charic Daniels, 832-618-9946, charic@jellins.net

Winnie Lee Nobles Middleton
July 23, 1925 - September 16, 2015
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CAUTION SPEED BUMPS AHEAD
Application to the City’s “Neighborhood Traffic
Management Program” (NTMP) has begun. The goal
is to determine the feasibility of installing “speed
cushions” in our neighborhood to slow down the traffic and improve safety. A joint committee from Parkwood Drive Civic Club and South MacGregor Association has been for med. Member s ar e Wallace
Honeywell (Chairman), Charic Daniels, Tom Ha,
Velma Jones and Chris Walker. At the first meeting
the process for application was discussed and responsibilities assigned. A second meeting was held October 13 to review progress.
The Committee is applying to install speed bumps
(speed cushions) on appropriate streets. The area of
application extends from S. MacGregor to OST and
from Scott St. to SH 288. The application process
requires active participation from residents in this
area.
A Neighborhood Traffic Committee (NTC) will be
selected to work with City staff in developing a
“concept traffic mitigation plan” for our area. The
first step in developing the Concept Plan will be a
traffic study conducted by the City to gather traffic
data. This data will determine which streets are eligible for speed cushions (or other measures). The criteria for eligibility include:
The estimated percentage of cut-through traffic is
greater than 20% of the observed volume
15% of observed vehicular speeds on a street are
equal to or above the posted speed limit plus 3 mph.
At least 8% of the total daily traffic volume on a
street consists of trucks having more than two axles
Support for the application is demonstrated by
signed petitions from the community, now being
gathered by the Committee. Upon submittal and approval, next is a public meeting, hopefully n January.
Public comments will be incorporated in the application sent to the Public Works Department. The neighborhood traffic study can then begin. Once it is completed the Concept Plan will be developed jointly by
the City and our Committee.
Eventually, the Concept Plan must be approved by
the city and finally by City Council. This lengthy
process can be expected to last for several years.
If you wish to sign the petition, please contact a
Committee member.

The South MacGregor Civic Club serves the
area bounded by South MacGregor Way on the
north, Tampa on the south, Ardmore on the west,
and Del Rio on the east. This neighborhood has
been in existence since the 1930’s when it
was first established by the Jewish community.
Currently there are about 275 families living in the
area, and 25 or more empty lots.
The civic club employs a “Block Captain” system, where one property owner is designated as
the primary contact point for each block in the
neighborhood. The captains are responsible for
reporting or relaying crime and maintenance concerns of the homeowners living in the block, as
well as communicating rules and regulations.
Most recently, 188 resident families voted for a
minimum lot-size to guide future development of
the neighborhood.
To get more information about South MacGregor Civic Club, please contact:
Brenda Rogers, br46@sbcglobal.net
President
Steven Pennings, spennings@uh.edu
Newsletter Editor

We have lived in the neighborhood for only about 7 years so we are still considered new arrivals. We
live in the 3700 block of Charleston. Even before we moved in, we were invited to events once we were
the official owner of the house. This block has been organized to support, educate and protect each other
for a very long time. We have been impressed with the level of involvement and friendship among the
residents of this block. The neighbors support each other through the good and less desirable times. Our
neighbors have supported us from the moment we arrived to this very moment…we’ve celebrated birthdays of the very young and the very seasoned, we have made much to do over prom departures, exciting
vacations, attended funerals of parents, spouses and beloved pets, attended special church events, caroled,
played pekino, picked up mail, attended family gatherings, received rides to the airport and watched
houses.
I learned recently that the origins of the level of interaction was around the concern for the safety of a
resident who lived alone many, many years ago. The neighbor had an unfortunate event with a potential
intruder. The neighbors organized to make sure they knew each other and to garner attention to keep the
neighborhood safe and know what was going on the political and civic front in order to maximize public
resources and personal safety. I thought my neighbors were just extremely nice people when they returned our trash can to our yard shortly after the trash truck passed but this was a block
“recommendation” so that it was not obvious who was away from home all day. Common sense but brilliant!
Our block has standing events and I am told that there were several more and grander than we have experienced but we really enjoy them just as they are today. During the Christmas holiday we decorate our
yards in a consistent manner, the light are to be lite on a prescribed day and time. On the morning of the
decorating, we meet at a neighbor’s home for a delicious brunch (our house will never be the best decorated but we enjoy the fun and festivities). When anyone has a loss of a loved one, there is a small
“band” of ladies that come by and get donations to get something for the family…no obligation no
amount required. These residents have lived together for 40 or more years so they have developed a respect and trust. The gentlemen on our block support each other with all those “manly” chores—managing
fallen trees after a storm, sharing gardening secrets and talents, helping with plumbing issues and oh, do
not forget sharing political or personal opinion or a nice glass of red wine.
I could go on…my neighbors have been honored by kings and queens… ok, city councilmen, the police
chief, state legislators and mayors for their diligence, determination and hard work. At our recent National Night Out event which is always themed and loads of fun, a police officer thanked the host for making
them feel so welcome. It was not one of those canned thank you for having us. He actually felt welcome.
Just like we have felt from day #1. So you ask, who are my neighbors? They are the most kind, talented,
accomplished, loving, consistent, encouraging, wise, friendly, funny, warm and smart bunch of folk that
you ever want to meet. They have made some events or days that could be lonely, difficult or stressful
better. It might be as small as a wave when we turn into the yard, the private jokes that we have cultivated or finding the neighbors grandson enjoying our son’s soccer goal or the periodic call to say, “how are
ya’ll over there …we have not seen you”. My point… get to know your neighbors, love your neighbors.
It will be as beneficial to you and your family as it will be for your neighbor.
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